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Chapter VII

MONGOL TRIBES, LEAGUES AND BANNERS

EFORE considering in detal the present organization

of the Mongols in Manchuria, it is necessary to define
the terms used for Mongol tribal units and adminiscrative
divisions; * especially 25 the term “ribe” has been used
somewhat loosely in the foregoing pages.

“The tribe, considered as an thnic unit, like the Khorchin
or Gorlos tribes of Manchuria,is an aimat. (The Khalkhas,
who form the majorty of the Mongols in Outer Mongolia,
are properly speaking one aimak, but have long been di-
vided into four aimak, the fifth aimak of Outer Mongolia
being composed chiefly of Western Mongols, related to
the Glots of Chinese Turkistan and wibally diffrentiated
from the Khalkhas) The aimak when expanded to the
scale of a nation, especially if it has absorbed other aimak
i the process, becomes an olos. The Olot, originally an

e b the aile “Mongol,” by the preent wer, n the Chins
Yeur Book, sions of 1983 30 1934, 1 whch arc b not rly the
e and ars f the Mongols n Manchurs, but 3 Mongel trbes
ind bannrs having amyhing 0 do with China.
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