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TRAVELS IN MONGOLIA.

CHAPTER L
RETURN TO KALGAN.

Departure from Din-yuan-ing—Illness of Pyltseff—Salt lake-bed of
Djaratai-dabas—Mode of obtaining salt —Kara-narin-ula moun-
tains— Route through the Urute country—Ascent of plateau
Excessive cold; snow-storm—Sufferings of animals—Descent to
the Hoang-ho—Incursions of Dungans—Hostility of Chinese
officials — Chinese soldiers — Old river bed —Wintering birds;
pheasants—Tea-drinking—Border range—Rejoin outward track--
Buying argols—Temperature inside tent—Shircti-tsu—Loss of all
our camels—Awkward predicament—Buy fresh camels—Trading
caravans—Epidemic among dzerens—Argali—Arrival at Kalgan.

ON the morning of October 27th we left the town
of Din-yuan-ing (Wei-tching-pu) on our return
journey to Kalgan. The eve of our departure we
passed with our friends, the Gigen and Siya, who
took leave of us with unfeigned sorrow, and invited
us to return as soon as possible. We gave them
our photographs, and assured them that we would
never forget the kindness we had received in Ala-
shan. Just as we were on the point of starting the
Lama Sordji and another official made their appear-
ance, to bid us a last good-bye from the sons of the
prince, and to escort us out of the town.
%4 VOL. 1L B



2 ILINESS OF PYLTSEFF. LAKE-BED.

We had now a long and difficult journey before
us, the distance from Din-yuan-ing to Kalgan
(through Mongolia) being reckoned about 800 miles,
which we had to perform without a break. Mean-
while the approach. of winter was heralded by sharp
frosts and winds, prevalent in Mongolia at this
season of the year. To make matters worse my
travelling companion, Michail Alexandrovitch Pylt-
seff, fell ill with typhoid fever soon after we left
Din-yuan-ing, a circumstance which detained us nine
days, near the spring of Kara-moriteh in the north-
ern part of Ala-shan.

The state of my companion’s health was rendered
more critical owing to the want of medical assistance,
for although we had a few drugs with us I had not
sufficient confidence in my skill as a practitioner to
administer them. Happily his youth pulled him
through, and Michail Alexandrovitch, in spite of
continued weakness, was able to sit on a horse,
although he fell off more than once in a fainting fit.
However, we hurried on, marching from sunrise to
sunset every day.

Desirous of becoming acquainted with the
country on the left bank of the Yellow River, and
the mountains which border this part of the valley,
I determined on crossing the country of the Urutes,
which is conterminous with Ala-shan. In the north-
ern part of the latter region, 63 miles from Din-yuan-
ing, we came to an immense lake-bed of sedimentary
salt, called by the Mongols Djaratai-dabas. This
lake-bed occupies the lowest part of the whole of




MODE OF OBTAINING SALT. 3

Ala-shan, and is 3,100 feet above the sea; it is about
33 miles in circumference, and encrusted with a layer
of pure salt 2 to 6 feet thick. It is remarkable that
this natural production should be so little utilised ;
only a few dozen Mongols being engaged in the
industry of digging the salt out and carrying it on
camels to the Chinese towns of Ning-hia-fu and
Bautu.!

The salt is obtained in the following way : first a
thin covering of dust is removed from the surface,
the salt is then dug out with iron spades and washed
in the water which collects in the excavated holes.
It is then poured into bags, and laden on camels,
each camel carrying a load of about 3} cwt. A
payment of 50 chokhs,? or about 24., is levied on the
spot on each camel load, and the same amount is
charged for the labour of getting it. A Mongol
officer lives at Djardtai-dabas, to inspect the salt
industry and receive the income arising from it,
which is paid into the treasury of the prince. The
latter also earns large sums by his camels, which are
hired for the transport of the salt; nine-tenths of
the profits realised are given up to him, leaving
only one-tenth to the carrier. The Mongols said

' Huc gives a vivid description of a lake-bed of the same kind in
the Ordos country, under the name of Dabdsoun-\iir, or Salt Lake (i.
329-331)—Y.

3 Chokhk or chek, said by Timkowski to be a corruption of a Mongol
term jos, is the name which the Russians give to what we call Chinese
cash, properly Isien, those copper coins with a hole in the middle
which are strung on strings. The old normal equation was one string
or 1,000 £'sien = 1 liang (lan of the text) or ounce of silver, but now
the number varies and is always much more than 1,000. The calcula-
trons in the text seem to reckon 1,500 cash to the Zaxy.—Y.
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4 KHAN-ULA MOUNTAINS.

that a camel load of salt fetches 1} to 2 lans, 7s. 64.
to 10s., at Bautu. _

The environs of this lake are almost devoid of
vegetation, and present a desolate aspect, particu-
larly in summer, when the heat is so intense as to
put a stop for a time to the salt industry.

The sparkling surface of Djaratai-dabas appears
like water in the distance, and resembles ice when
you are near it. So deceptive is its appearance that
a flock of swans, apparently attracted by the sight of
water in the desert, descended before our very eyes
almost to the surface of the false lake, but discover-
ing their mistake rose again in the air with affrighted
cry, and continued their flight.

In the north of Ala-shan, not far from the well
of Moriteh, where we halted in consequence of the
illness of M. Pyltseff, there rises from the plain a
comparatively small but rugged group of mountains,
the Khan-ula or Haldzyn-burgontu, forming the last
elbow of the border range on the left bank of the
Hoang-ho. This range, known to the Mongols as
the Kara-narin-ula! (black pointed mountains), be-
gins at the Haliutai River, and continuing in a
south-westerly direction for about 200 miles as far
as the northern boundary of Ala-shan, terminates
in some low rocky hills rising from the sandy plain;
its southern branches, which attain a considerable
height at Khan-ula, but soon diminish in size, alone
extending a short distance beyond Djaratai-dabas.

! These mountains are not generally known by this name, which
we only heard applied to them by some lamas.




KARA-NARIN-ULA RANGE. [1

Towards the east the Kara-narin-ula is connected
by low and perhaps interrupted ridges of hills with
the Sheiten-ula and therefore with the In-shan; on
the south it is separated from the Ala-shan moun-
tains by sandy wastes upwards of 60 miles in extent.

Like the mountains near Kalgan, the Kara-narin-
ula serves as a border range, i.e. it forms the girdling
rampart of the elevated Gobi, separating it from
the lower valley of the Hoang-ho ; the différence be-
tween the level of the country lying east and west
of it amounting to 2,400 feet. From the valley of
the river it presents the appearance of a steep
wall, intersected by occasional narrow defiles. Its
greatest height is in the middle; but along its whole
extent it is wild and barren. Enormous crags of
granite, hornblende, gneiss, felspathic porphyry,
syenite, felspar, limestone, and clayey schist furrow
the sides of these mountains and crown many of
their peaks, whilst great blocks of the minerals
become detached from the rocks by a natural pro-
cess of disintegration, and roll down to the bottom
of the ravines. Here and there a shrub of the wild
peach, or a scanty elm, clings to the mountain side,
but otherwise there is very little vegetation of any
kind. Nevertheless, animals abound here ; numbers
of kuku-yamans haunt the rocks, and the argali in-
habits the western slopes where the outline of the
hills is softer. The peculiarity of this range is the
abundance of its springs and watercourses, notwith-
standing the entire absence of trees.

From Khan-ula we had the choice of two routes



6 ASCENT OF GOBI PLATEAU.

—one by the valley of the Hoang-ho along the foot
of the range which borders it, and the other by the
western side of the same mountains, i.e. over the
highlands of the country of the Urutes. I chose
the latter road in order to acquaint myself with the
character of this part of the Gobi plateau.

We ascended gradually some of the low out-
lying hills of the chain which, as we have remarked,
are much lower than the rest. The appearance of
the plateau at first, with its sterility and naked sands,
reminded us of the desert of Ala-shan. Vegetation
is very scanty ; the wild wormwood and prickly con-
volvulus being the chief kinds. But as we advanced
to the north-west the soil improved, and at length,
80 miles beyond the boundary of Ala-shan, it be-
came clayey or clay mixed with shingle, and was
covered with short steppe grass. Here we at once
found those denizens of the Mongol steppes — the
dzerens, which are not met with in the whole of
Ala-shan.

On ascending the plateau the climate rapidly
changed. The autumn weather during the whole of
October in the plains of Ala-shan was delightful,
and the temperature so warm that even in the
second half of this month at mid-day the ther-
mometer marked 12'5° Cent. (54° Fahr) in the
shade, and on the 6th of November the surface of
the sand was heated to 43°5° Cent. (109° Fahr.);
the night frosts were never severe, and the ther-
mometer did not fall below — 7°5° Cent. (20° Fahr.)
at sunrise.
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SEVERE WEATHER; SNOW-STORM. 7

But no sooner had we crossed the Kara-narin-
ula mountains than excessive cold weather set in;
and on the 15th November we experienced a storm
which reminded us of the climate of Siberia a
month later. With a violent gale from the NW.
and a temperature of — 9'0° Cent. (17° Fahr.), the
sleet continued the whole day; the snow flakes,
driven by the force of the wind into the finest
particles, were mingled with clouds of sand which
completely enveloped us. Large objects, ten paces
off, were invisible; and we could neither open our
eyes nor breathe freely when facing the wind. It
was useless attempting to pursue our journey under
these circumstances, and we remained in our tent,
occasionally issuing forth to clear away the snow and
sand-drifts which blocked up the entrance to our
humble abode. Towards evening the violence of
the snow-storm increased so much that we were
obliged to leave our camels out all night, only
securing them the following day.

The snow lay on the ground several inches deep,
forming great drifts in places, and hard frosts con-
tinued every day. This unfavourable weather added
greatly to the difficulties of our journey, and ag-
gravated the sufferings of my sick companion. The
beasts also suffered a good deal from want of food.
Two of our camcls and one horse soon refused to
move, and had to be abandoned, their places being
taken by the spare camels which we had got in
Ala-shan.

In this way we advanced for 100 miles along



8 VALLEY OF YELLOW RIVER.

the western side of the Kara-narin-ula. At length,
after satisfying ourselves that this range does not
throw out lateral spurs into the centre of the plateau,
which it borders, we crossed to the other side by
the defile of the river Ugyn-gol, and on November
11th descended into the valley of the Yellow River.
Here we passed suddenly from winter into mild
autumnal weather, such as we had left behind us in
Ala-shan. Not a particle of snow lay on the ground,
and the thermometer, which on the uplands stood
below zero at noon, now often rose above the freez-
ing point. This change in the temperature occurred
in an extent of only thirteen miles of country covered
by the border range.

Winter, however, sobn began to make itself felt
also in the valley of the Hoang-ho. The water was
covered with ice, and the morning frosts rapidly
increased in intensity. The mercury fell to —260°
Cent. (—14° Fahr.) at sunrise, but during the day
it was warm, especially in calm weather ; the sky
was almost always clear.

We saw no inhabitants on the western side of
the Kara-narin-ula. All the Mongols had fled to
the valley of the Hoang-ho, alarmed at the appear-
ance of a small band of brigands who came from the
environs of Lake Koko-nor. Such incursions were
not unfrequent in those parts of Mongolia which lay
on the borders of the districts disturbed by the
Dungan rebellion. The bands of robbers which con-

“tinually made their appearance in these districts were
composed of all kinds of vagabonds armed with
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pikes or swords, and in a few instances with match-
locks. Yet, notwithstanding their inferior weapons,
they produced a panic among the Mongols and
Chinese, who took to their heels and ran as fast
as ever they could at the mere name of a Dungan.
While we were at Din-yuan-ing, the Prince of Ala-
shan, who was preparing to despatch an armed force
against the marauders, sent an official to ask us for
the loan of our military caps to frighten the enemy.
* The brigands are well aware, said the official,
* that you are here, and if they see your caps, which
we will put on, they will imagine that you are with
us,and will run away directly.” This incident serves
to show what dread is inspired by even the name of
Europeans, and how the people of Asia instinctively
acknowledge our moral superiority over their de-
generate character.

In Chapter IV. of this volume I will describe
more fully the military operations of the Mahomme-
dan insurgents and Chinese forces ; suffice it for the
present to remark, that the Dungans are not a whit
braver than their opponents, and are terrible only to
Chinese and Mongols. Strange as it may sound, it
is none the less a fact that, in the districts which were
liable to these robber raids, we travelled with more
ease and security than anywhere else; and that for
the simple reason that they had no population! We
were convinced (and the belief was confirmed by all
the experience of our later wanderings) that these
cowardly marauders, even if several hundred strong,
would never dare to attack four Europeans armed :n
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the teeth; and if in a moment of unusual audacity
they had ventured on so rash a proceeding, our guns
and revolvers would have taught them a good
lesson. On the other hand, when travelling through
populous districts, we were constantly exposed to all
kinds of insults, against which there was no possible
defence. Although our Peking Foreign Office pass-
port set forth that in case of need help should be
given us, this was a mere formula, and was of no
practical advantage ; we really experienced nothing
but hostility from the Chinese, and their local au-
thorities were always delighted at any inconvenience
and annoyance that befell us. Our visits to the
towns of Bautu and Ding-hu were marked by such
scenes as could never have occurred had the Chi-
nese functionaries been better disposed towards us.
In proof of this assertion I will presently relate an
accident which befell us in the earlier part of De-
cember. But now let us return to our narrative.
The valley of the left bank of the Hoang-ho at
its northern bend presents a grassy aspect like that
of the right bank. The clayey soil is covered with
thick clumps of the high dirisun grass; beside the
river there is a growth of bushes; whilst nearer the
* mountains the surface of the plain becomes shingly.
The absolute height of this country, like Ordos, does
not exceed 3,500 feet. The Chinese population is
dense, particularly nearer the river, while at the foot
of the mountains are the habitations of Mongols who
have fled hither from the uplands and from Ordos.
Chinese soldiery are quartered in the villages as a
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protection against Dungans. In the district between
the towns of Ning-hia-fu and Bautu the number
of these troops is estimated at seventy thousand,
although numerous desertions are said to have dimi-
nished this army to one-half of its nominal strength,
The soldiers are so demoralised that they do nothing
but plunder the inhabitants, who look upon them as
terrible scourges. The Mongols often told us that
they had more cause to dread the presence of their
defenders, the Chinese soldiers, than that of the
Dungans, because the latter ‘ robbed them once for
all, and had done with it, but the soldiery kept con-
tinually looting.’

Even we had some disagreeable encounters with
the Chinese soldiers. Once they tried to take
possession of our camels ; on another occasion two
soldiers ordered us to draw water out of a well for
their horses. But the rascals were punished as they
deserved, and left us somewhat crestfallen.

Near the mountains we saw the old channel of
the Hoang-ho (Ulan-khatun), which is 1,190 feet
wide, and very distinctly discernible, although com-
pletely dry and grass-grown. The Mongols told us
that this desiccated river-bed separated from the
present Hoang-ho at the point where the sand-drifts
of Ordos crossed into Ala-shan; the old channel
passes close to the mountains for a considerable dis-
tance, then taking a sharp turn it unites with the
present river near the western extremity of the
Munni-ula.

There are two lesser arms between the former
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and present channels of the Hoang-ho which dry up
during the hot weather, but are full of water at flood-
time. Besides the main river and its channels, there
is no water in the valley, except in wells, which
are invariably very deep. The streams which
rise in the border range disappear immediately in
the soil, not one of them flowing as far as the
Hoang-ho.

We found several wintering kinds of birds in the
valley, viz. Faleo tinnunculus, Circus sp.? Plectro-
phanes lapponica, Otis tarda, Coturnix muta, Anas
ruttla, and innumerable pheasants (Plasianus torgqua-
tus). The latter haunt the long grass called dirisun,
and owing to the absence of water come to drink at
the wells, where they may be shot in any numbers
from a place of ambush. I preferred, however,
shooting them with my setter, Faust, and the first
day bagged twenty-five, besides losing some wounded
birds, which were difficult to find owing to the
length of the grass, and the pace at which they run.

When the nature of the valley of the Hoang-ho
became steppe-like, kara-sultas and dzerens ap-
peared in numbers, and every day’s sport included
some of these animals, which replenished our sup-
plies of provisions. However, the favourite delicacy
of the Mongol whom we hired at Ala-shan, as well
as of our Cossacks, was brick tea, which they con-
sumed in inordinate quantities, especially when milk
was procurable, which, to use an expression of the
Cossacks, ‘whitened’ the tea and gave it a dainty
relish. A bucketful of this nectar was the usual
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allowance. This tea-drinking was a great nuisance
to us, particularly when we were in a hurry to
proceed on our journey; but nothing would induce
either Mongol or Cossacks to stir till they had
boiled their tea and refreshed themselves with long
draughts of this beverage. Finding that the spirits
of the party often depended on the consumption of
tea, particularly of the whitened kind, I made up my
mind to submit to it.

Our route in the valley of the Hoang-ho skirted
the border range which extended as an uninterrupted
wall as far as the river Haliutai. Here the moun-
tains suddenly become much lower, in fact are no
higher than hillocks, and retreat to one side of the
abrupt cliff which continues to define the valley of
the river. These hillocks serve as connecting links

- between the mountains on the border and the
Sheiten-ula chain, which extends eastwards as far as
the river Kunduling-gol. The latter is a low but
rocky and trecless range, as far as we could see very
deficient in water.

Almost on the meridian of the western termina-
tion of the Sheiten-ula rise the westernmost spurs
of the Munni-ula. Between these two chains of
mountains lies the broad valley of the Hoang-ho,
thickly populated by Chinese. A belt of sand-drifts
here prepares the traveller coming from the east for
the frightful deserts of Ordos and Ala-shan.

At the Kunduling-gol we rejoined the track of
our outward journey, so that from this point forward
we had the benefit of a map and travelled no longer
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at haphazard. Moreover, no further surveys were
necessary, and the labours of the expedition were
consequently lightened. This relieved us of very
troublesome work ; and indeed surveying in winter
is so arduous that I got two fingers on each of my
hands frostbitten whilst working with the compass.

Early in December we left the valley of the
Yellow River, and ascended by the Shohoin-daban
to the more elevated border of the plateau, where we
again experienced severe cold. The thermometer
at sunrise descended to —32'7° Cent. (—26° Fahr.);
and the frost was often accompanied by strong
winds and sleet. All this happened in the very
place where in summer we had 37° Cent. (98°
Fahr.) of heat. Thus the traveller in Central Asia
must endure scorching heat and Siberian cold, and
should be prepared for sudden changes from one
extreme to the other. :

My companion, still weak and shaken in health,
was obliged to sit on horseback day after day, wrapt
in a sheepskin cloak. We, who usually went on
foot, did not feel the cold so much whilst on the
march ; but in camp the severity of the winter was
felt by us all with a vengeance. How well I re-
member the purple glow of the setting sun in the
west, and the cold blue shades of night stealing over
the eastern sky. We would then unload our camels
and pitch our tent, after first clearing away the snow,
which was certainly not deep although dry and fine
as dust. Then came the very important question of
fuel, and one of the Cossacks usually rode forward to
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the nearest Mongol yurta to buy argols if we had
not already laid in a supply. We paid a high price
for the argols, but this was a lesser ill; how much
worse was it when they refused to sell them to us, as
the Chinese often did! Once, at our wits’ end for
fuel, we were obliged to cut up a saddle in order to
boil a little tea, and had to content ourselves with
this frugal supper after a march of 23 miles in severe
cold and snow-storm !

When a fire was lighted inside our tent the
warmth was sufficient at all events for that part of
the body which was immediately turned towards the
hearth ; but the smoke irritated the eyes, and when
aggravated by dust became almost unbearable. In
winter the steam from the open soup-kettle com-
pletely filled our tent, reminding us of a Russian
bath, only that of course the temperature was very
different. Boiled meat became quite cold before we
had time to eat it, and the hands and mouth were
covered with a layer of grease which had to be
scraped off with a knife. And in the stearine candle
that lighted us at supper-time, the part close to the
wick would burn down so low, that we had from
time to time to break off the outer shell, which
remained unaffected by the flame.

For the night we piled round the tent all the
packs and closed the entrance as tightly as possible,
but notwithstanding all these precautions the temper-
ature inside our dwelling was very little warmer
than out of doors, as we kept up no fire after
supper-time until morning. We all slept under fur
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cloaks or sheepskin coverings, generally undressing
to sleep more comfortably. While asleep we were
warm enough, because our whole bodies, head and
all, were under the coverings, and we sometimes
added felts over all. My companion slept with
Faust, and was very glad of such a bedfellow.
Hardly a night passed quietly. Prowling wolves
often frightened our camels and horses, and the
Mongol or Chinese dogs would occasionally enter
the tent to steal meat, generally paying the penalty
of their lives for such unceremonious behaviour.
After such an episode, how long it was before
he whose turn it had been to quiet the startled
camels, or to shoot the wolf or thieving dog, could
get his blood a little warm again !

In the morning we all rose together, and shiver-
ing with cold, made haste to boil some brick tea;
then we folded the tent, loaded the camels, and at
sunrise continued our journey in the sharp frosty air.

One would have expected that in returning by
the same road we had come we should have avoided
many accidents, and might have reckoned before-
hand the length of our marches, but in this we were
deceived ; one more misadventure had yet to be
encountered. This occurred in the following way :
Late in the evening of the 12th December, we halted
for the night at the temple of Shireti-tsu, 53 miles
to the north of Kuku-khoto, on the high road
from that town to Uliassutai. The following morn-
ing all our camels, seven in number exclusive of a
sick one, were allowed to graze near the tent not far
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from some camels belonging to other caravans which
were on their way from Kuku-khoto. Just at this
place the steppe grass was entirely trodden down;
our beasts therefore crossed a little hill a short dis-
tance off to find some better food and seek shelter
from the wind, which had been blowing in gusts for
five days without intermission. After a little while
a Cossack and our Mongol started to drive back to
the tent the strayed camels, but they had dis-
appeared from the hillock, and their tracks, partly
obliterated by the wind, were undistinguishable from
those of other camels. As soon as I heard of their
disappearance, I despatched the same men in search
of them; they were absent the whole day inspecting
the camels of all the caravans in the neighbourhood,
but not a vestige could be seen or heard of the
animals, which were as completely lost as though
they had been swallowed up by the earth. Early
the following morning I sent my Cossack interpreter
to the monastery of Shireti-tsu, on the land of which
we had sustained the loss, to give notice of the theft
and ask assistance in finding the missing camels.
Our messenger was very reluctantly admitted into
the monastery, where the lamas, after examining our
Peking passport in which it is mentioned that assist-
ance is to be given when needed, coolly remarked,
‘We are not the guardians of your camels; seek
them yourselves as best you can.’ A similar reply
was given by the Mongol official, to whom we like-
wise applied for aid. Meanwhile the Chinese refused
to sell us straw to feed our only remaining sick
VOL. 11 C



18 UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH; DESPERATE POSITION.

camel and two horses, whilst the steppe grass was
so trodden under foot by the camels belonging to
passing caravans as to afford no fodder whatever.
Our poor beasts were dying of starvation, and one
of the horses was frozen to death at night; the sick
camel expired two days afterwards, and lay directly
in front of the entrance of our tent, completing the
picture of our misery. We were now left with only
one horse, which could hardly move its legs. This
beast was only saved from starvation owing to the
fancy the Chinese took for satisfying their dainty
appetites with our dead camel, which was tolerably
fat, and which we exchanged for twenty-five trusses
of good hay.

The Mongol and Cossack were sent off a second
time in search of the missing animals, but returned
after a few days, and declared that they had ridden
a great distance and made many enquiries, but could
learn nothing of the lost camels. Of course it was
impossible to find them without the assistance of the
local officials. I therefore decided on hiring some of
the neighbouring Chinese to convey us to Kuku-
khoto, whence we hoped to find means of convey-
ance to Kalgan. The Chinese however, notwith-
standing their mercenary natures, were not tempted
by the offer of a large sum of money, and would not
agree to be our carriers at any price, fearing, of
course, the responsibility which they might incur
towards their authorities.

Our position now seemed a desperate one. For-
tunately at this time we had two hundred lans in
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cash (50/.), left over from the amount realised by the
sale of our merchandise and guns at Ala-shan. 1
therefore resolved to send the Cossack with the
Mongol to Kuku-khoto to buy fresh camels. But
the question was, how were they to go, as we had
only one horse left, and even that was unfit for use ?
First then I started with the Cossack interpreter to
try and buy a horse at some Mongol quarter. After
walking the whole day, we succeeded in purchasing
one, and the following morning the Cossack and
Mongol started for Kuku-khoto. There they bought
new, but very inferior, camels, and these at last
enabled us to continue our journey, after a detention
of seventeen days at Shireti-tsu. Thus, besides the
loss of time, we sustained a very considerable loss
in money also. Several of our animals had perished
before this, owing to want of food and water, heat,
frost—in fact from the difficulties of the route. In
the first year of the expedition we lost, altogether,
twelve camels and eleven horses ; most of the latter
however were exchanged with the Mongols for better
animals, of course with considerable additional pay-
ment.

During this long detention, caused by the loss of
our camels, we had hardly any occupation, and there
were no birds of any kind except larks and sand-
grouse. Writing was also out of the question, be-
cause, in the first place, there was nothing to record,
and secondly, because it is no such easy matter to
write in winter out of doors; you must first thaw
the frozen ink, and hold your pen frequently to the

c2
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fire while writing to prevent the ink in it from con-
gealing. And I always preferred writing my journal
in ink, only using a pencil in extreme cases—the
latter rubs out so easily and becomes illegible.

Every day caravans passed us on their way from
Inner Mongolia, Uliassutai, and Kobdo to Koko-
nor. They carried leather and wool to barter with
the Chinese for millet, tea, tobacco, flour, cotton
yarn, and other articles of domestic use. With
the exception of tea, all the other articles might
be supplied by the Russians if our commercial rela-
tions with Mongolia were more extensive. Kobdo,
Uliassutai and Urga, the chief places in the north
and the richest part of the country, are almost
adjacent to our Siberian frontier, and yet all the
imports to these towns are derived from China, and
it is to China that the inhabitants go to make their
purchases, travelling thousands of miles across the
desert and passing months on the way.

On fine calm days I went after dzerens, which
were plentiful at a distance of three miles from
camp. At that time the dzerens were attacked by
an epidemic producing great weakness, soon followed
by death. Numbers of their dead bodies strewed
the steppe, where they were devoured by crows and
wolves, and were also collected for food by the
Chinese, who came from Kuku-khoto for this
purpose.

Although we were not on the best of terms with
the inhabitants, whose character we thoroughly un-
derstood by this time, Mongol visitors would often
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drop in. On one of these occasions our guests stole
our last axe and hammer, trifling but indispensable
articles for our journey. No others could be ob-
tained, and it-was useless attempting to recover the
stolen ones. We therefore substituted a hand-saw
for the axe, and in the place of a hammer we made
use of a big stone, which we carried with us and
used every day to drive the iron tent pegs into the
frozen ground.

As soon as we had obtained new camels, we
hurried to Kalgan by forced marches, only stopping
for two days in the Suma-hada mountains to hunt the
argali; this time I succeeded in bagging two old
rams. Another accident happened to us on the road.
My friend’s horse took fright, shied, and ran away.
Michail Alexandrovitch was too weak to keep his
seat on horseback, and fell head foremost on the
frozen ground, so heavily that we picked him up
insensiblee. = However, he soon came to himself,
only suffering a slight contusion.

The influence of the warmth of China on this
border land of Mongolia was very remarkable ; on
calm days or with gentle south-westerly winds it was
quite warm during the day. On the 10th Decem-
ber the thermometer marked 2'5° Cent. (35° Fahr.)
in the shade. But no sooner did a westerly or
north-westerly wind spring up than it became cold.
The night frosts were generally moderate; the
thermometer at sunrise did not descend below —29°7°
Cent. (—20° Fahr.), but after a cloudy night it only
registered —6'5° Cent. (20° FFahr.). The weather
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was generally clear. Snow only fell three times
during the whole of December, covering the ground
in places several inches thick, although many parts
remained quite bare of snow.

The icy winds of Siberia, the almost constantly
unclouded sky, the bare saline soil, and its great
altitude above the sea, combine to make the Gobi or
desert of Mongolia one of the coldest countries in
the whole of Asia. But though even here, on the
Aongolian border adjoining China, the great eleva-
ion of the plateau of course affects the temperature,
che climate is far less severe than in remoter parts
of the Gobi, and only on rare occasions are the
extreme rigours of its winter experienced.

Every day’s journey diminished the distance
which separated us from Kalgan, and increased our
impatience to gain that town. At last the long-
wished-for moment arrived, and at a late hour
on New Year’s Eve (12th January) 1872, we ap-
peared before our Kalgan fellow-countrymen, who
received us as hospitably as before.

The first act of the expedition was ended. The
results of our journey, which had been so gradually
collected, now became plainer. We could say with
clear consciences that so far we had fulfilled our
task ; and this amount of success only whetted our
passionate desire to plunge once again into the heart
of Asia, and strive to reach the distant shores of
Lake Koko-nor.
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CHAPTER 1L

RETURN TO ALA-SHAN.

Start for Peking— Packing collections—New outfit ; rifles ; revolvers—
Merchandise—Fresh Cossacks—Trial of guns—Effect on the in-
habitants—Mongol dog ¢ Karza ’—Water barrels—Departure from
Kalgan—Late spring—Migration of birds—To the Munni-ula—
Spring vegetation—Leave for the Hoang-ho—Rice fields—Shoot-
ing carp—Unattractive valley—Sandy borders of Ala-shan and its
vegetation—Inanimate nature—Envoys from the prince—Arrival
at Din-yuan-ing—The Czar’s officer—Trafficking—Favourable op-
portunity to proceed—Prince opposes our departure—Intrigues of
Sordji--Want of funds—Sale of guns and merchandise—Fortune
befriends us—Preparations for a start—Departure of caravan—
Detention — Siya’s promise — Disappointment — Anxiety— Siya
again—Good news—We join caravan—Our travelling companions
— Lama-warriors—Randzemba—His passion for the chase—With
the caravan—Poisoned wells—Great fatigue—Inquisitive visitors
—Pursuit of science under difficulties—Tingeri sands—Mountains
of Kan-su—Snowy peaks—Cultivation—Great Wall of China—
Town of Ta-jing—Watch towers—White bread—Choice of routes.

A FEw days after my return to Kalgan I started for
Peking, to obtain fresh supplies of money and make
preparations for a new journey. My companion
remained at Kalgan with the Cossacks to lay in a
store of different small articles required for the
expedition and buy camels, those we had obtained
at Kuku-khoto having turned out worthless.

Two months, January and February, quickly
glided past in the bustle of preparation, packing and
despatching our collections to Kiakhta, and writing
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reports of our last year’s explorations. We were as
straitened as ever in our finances, the sum assigned
for the use of the expedition in 1872 not having
been received in full at Peking. But this difficulty
was happily arranged, thanks to the renewed kind-
ness of General Vlangali, who again lent me the
necessary moneys, amounting to even more than
the anticipated receipts of the current year. The
General also procured from the Chinese Government
" a passport to enable us to travel in Kan-su, Koko-
nor, and Tibet. The Government, however, offici-
ally notified that, owing to the disturbed state of
these countries, travelling in them was attended by
considerable danger, and they would in no case be
responsible for our safety. *

To provide for any emergency which might
arise, I determined to increase the number of our
guns, which, as we have already seen, are the best
defence a European can have in travelling through
those parts of Asia which are inhabited by a treach-
erous and cowardly set of thieves.

At Peking and at Tien-tsin I soon obtained
several breech-loaders and revolvers. The best of
my new guns was a rifle by Berdan, carrying a bullet
at point-blank range upwards of 400 paces, a quality
of the greatest importance in firing at unmeasured
distances. * This gun I reserved for my own use.
My companion and one of the Cossacks each took a
Snider, and the other Cossack a Martini-Henry with
a seventeen-barrelled revolving chamber ; lastly, a
fifth Spicer rifle was taken in reserve. We supplied
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ourselves with 4,000 prepared cartridges for these
guns ; besides which we had 13 revolvers, 2 Rem-
ington pistols, a double-barrelled Lancaster rifle, and
four shot-guns, for which we carried 2} cwt. of shot
and § cwt. of gunpowder.

These constituted our fighting and sporting
equipment. In every other respect we were obliged
to stint ourselves as far as possible, owing to our
limited means. To cover some of the expenses of
outfit and provide for the continuation of our journey,
I travelled to Tien-tsin,! where I bought sundry
small merchandise to the amount of 80/, wifich I
hoped to sell at a good profit at Ala-shan. After
all these purchases had been completed, we had only
87 lans (about 22/.) left in our pockets at the time
of our departure from Kalgan.

The personnel of our expedition was now re-
organised. The two Cossacks who had accompanied
us during the first year proved to be untrustworthy,
and suffered so dreadfully from home-sickness that
I determined to dismiss them and procure others
instead. My two new travelling companions were
selected from the detachment stationed at Urga, and,
fortunately for us, proved most devoted, efficient,
and zealous coadjutors during the whole of our long
journey. One was a Russian youth, aged 19,
named Pamphile Chebayeff, the other a Buriat,
Dondok Irinchinoff. We soon struck up a close
friendship with these good men, which eminently

! Tien-tsin is a little over 66 miles in an easterly direction from

Pcking ; and is situated necar the mouth of the Peiho, by which river
scagoing steamers of a moderate size ascend as far as that town.
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conduced to the success of the expedition. Sepa-
rated as we were from our own country, in the
midst of foreigners, we lived like brothers, sharing
alike hardships and dangers, joys and sorrows. Can
I ever forget the companions whose fearless courage
and devotion to the cause contributed so powerfully
to ensure our ultimate success ? .

As soon as the new Cossacks arrived at Kalgan,
I divided between them the rifles and revolvers, and
daily practised them in their use. Before starting
on our journey we went through the manceuvres for
repelling a false attack ; for this purpose we fixed a
target at a distance of 300 paces, and all fired as
rapidly as possible. The results were brilliant: it
was struck all over with our shot; and on another
nearer mark the small bullets from the revolvers
rained like a shower of peas. The Chinese col-
lected in crowds to witness the sight, never before
having seen breech-loaders, and only shook their
heads as they looked on at the tricks of the *foreign
devils,’ while some applauded vehemently, declaring
that if they had but a thousand such soldiers, they
would soon crush the Dungan insurrection.

Besides our trusty Faust, we now took a large
and very savage Mongol dog, called ¢Karza,’ to
serve as a watch-dog. This animal followed us
through the whole of our second expedition, and
was of great service. He soon forgot his former
Mongol masters, and was a most inveterate enemy
of all Chinese, frequently ridding us of intrusive
visitors. On first acquaintance, Faust took a dis-
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like to Karza, and the two were bitter enemies to
the last. It is remarkable how seldom European
dogs fraternise with their Chinese or Mongol
brethren, however long they may live in company
with them.

Among other articles of outfit, we supplied our-
selves with four flat water-barrels,! each holding
about eight gallons. We had suffered terribly from
the want of water during the hot weather in the first
summer of our travels, and profiting by our past
experiences we took a supply this time. Altogether,
our equipment was more complete than last year.
But the baggage for our second expedition weighed
27 cwt., making in all nine camel-loads. Every day
we helped the Cossacks to pack the loads on the
camels, having been unable to find a Mongol to
replace the one who had accompanied us from
Ala-shan to Kalgan, and who had refused to return
to his home with us.

Before starting on our journey I sent a report
to the Geographical Society, giving an account of
our first year's travels, concluding in these words :
* Thanks to the cordial assistance rendered by our
ambassador at Peking, I am now supplied with a
passport from the Chinese Government to enable
me to enter Koko-nor and Tibet. I have also two
new Cossacks who appear to be trustworthy ; and if
we are all able to do our best, M. Pyltseff and I
hope, notwithstanding all the difficulties which must

' When the Mongols cross the Gobi in summer they always carry
some of these flat water-casks, which they call A'hwbina; two of them
filled with water make a load for one camel
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beset the path of the traveller in countries so remote
and amidst so unfriendly a people, to succeed in our
enterprise.” These expectations were fully realised,
and good fortune never deserted us.

On the morning of March 17th we left Kalgan,
taking the same route by which we had returned
the year before from Ala-shan. The first evening
we again felt the severity of the climate of Mon-
golia ; spring had not commenced here, although at
the end of February the weather at Kalgan was
tolerably warm. Waterfowl had appeared in large
numbers, and insects were numerous. On the
plateau, however, all this was changed. The snow
had certainly all melted, but thick blocks of last
winter's ice still encumbered the streams; the ther-
mometer marked several degrees of frost, cold winds
prevailed, and birds of passage had not yet ap-
peared; in fact, the steppes of Mongolia bore a
wintry aspect.

Like the spring of last year, the frost, wind, and
snow, varied by an occasional warm day, continued
throughout March and even the whole of April. The
atmospheric changes, especially from heat to cold,
were very sudden. Thus at 1 p.m. on March 25th,
the thermometer marked 22° Cent. of heat (72°
Fahr.), and the following day 5° Cent. of frost (23°
Fahr.). Again, in the beginning of April, after some
warm days, accompanied by thunderstorms, on the
night of the 12th two feet of snow fell, and the
mercury receded 19° Fahrenheit, after which frost
and snow continued till the end of April, when
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summer weather suddenly set in, in the valley of the
Hoang-ho.

The early spring this year differed from the last
in the greater frequency of snow-storms and com-
paratively rare occurrence of NW. winds, although
it blew hard for several days in succession. The
dryness of the air was as remarkable as ever, a fact
we were reminded of not only by the psychrometer,
but also by the extraordinary dryness of our lips and
hands, the skin of which cracked and had a polished
appearance.

The flight of birds even in March was very
small; during the whole of that month we only
remarked 26 kinds,! in small numbers, sometimes
only one or two of a species. Geese and cranes
appeared in large flocks, but they flew high, hardly
ever alighting to rest. Even in the wooded moun-
tains of Munni-ula, wherc we passed the latter end
of April, birds of passage, including small birds,
were very scarce. In all probability, these winged
wanderers, in their flight to the North, keep as long
as they can within the limits of China Proper, shel-
tering themselves behind the great border ranges of
the plateau, only ascending the latter when driven
to their last extremity and compelled to turn their

' They appeared in the following order :—Anser segetum, Anas
rutila, Cygnusmusicus, Milvus govindus, Larus occidentalis (?), Vanellus
cristatus, Saxicola leucomela, Saxicola Isabellina, Motacilla paradoxa,
Ruticilla erythrogastra, Upupa Epops, Ardea cinerea, Anthus pra-
tensis, Anser grandis, Larus ridibundus, Anas tadorna, Anas crecca,
Anas acuta, Recurvirostra Avocetta, Aecgialites cantianus, Grus
Virgo, Cygnus olor, Anser cinereus, Lanius major, Grus cinerea,
Totanus calidris.
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backs on the warm plains of China, and face cold
and hunger on the barren deserts before they can
reach their favourite northern haunts. Yes! even
Siberia, awful as the name may sound to many,
is a paradise compared to these deserts; its spring
is real spring, not the crippled substitute which
greets you in Mongolia. Here, even in April,
nothing reminds you that Nature has awakened from
her winter’s sleep—everything is yet dead and inani-
mate. The yellow grey steppe appears as uninviting
as ever; the carol of the lark or the song of the
linnet are rare sounds, and no other songsters visit
these plains. The streams are still waterless; the
salt lakes drier than in summer, when rains supply
the evaporation, and the icy cold blasts of winter
heighten the dreariness of the landscape. '

For a little more than a month we journeyed
from Kalgan to the Munni-ula range, where we
determined to make some halt in order to observe
the flights of small birds and collect the spring flora
of these mountains. We had first intended return-
ing to the Hoang-ho in the beginning of March,
crossing that river over the ice into Ordos, and there
watching the migration of birds of passage; but we
were disappointed in our expectations, only arriving
at the Munni-ula mountains on April 22nd, by which
time most of the birds were gone. We had there-
fore to give up our second visit to Ordos, and con-
tent ourselves with the Munni-ula.

Here, towards the end of April, vegetation made
rapid progress, especially in the lower and middle
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belts on the southern slopes of the mountains. The
wild peach-trees and bushes were in full blossom,
relieving the sombre tints of the hill-sides, which
were not yet green. The ravines, particularly where
the sun’s rays found entrance, were covered with
young grass and here and there little flowers such
as the anemone (A. Pulsatilla and A. barbulata),
milk vetch (Astragalus sp.) and Gagea sp. peeped
forth. The poplar, aspen-tree, and willow were in
leaf, and the buds of the white and black birch
bursting. On the higher alpine meadows vegeta-
tion had not yet felt the warmth of spring, but the
snow had thawed even on the highest summits of
the mountains.

Judging from the situation of the Munni-ula, in
the midst of bare steppes half way between north
and south, one would have expected that numbers
of small birds would have been attracted hither;
but this is not the case. During the eleven days
we spent here we found only four more kinds of
birds! than we had observed in July of the previous
year; and even these were solitary specimens which
had apparently found their way hither by stealth or
by accident.

Disappointed in our anticipated ornithological
harvest, we left the Munni-ula on May 4th, and
started for Ala-shan, ascending the left bank of the
Hoang-ho, i.e. by the same route as we had taken
in winter when returning to Kalgan. The only

' Turdus ruficollis, Emberiza pithyornus, E. pusilla, Scolopax rus-
ticola.
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difference we made this time was in not crossing the
Kara-narin-ula, but keeping the whole way at the
foot of these mountains. After entering the valley
of the river, we passed three days at a place called
by the Mongols Kolo-sun-nur, where rice-fields are
cultivated by Chinese, who irrigate them by means
of artificial canals leading from the Yellow River.
On this flooded land we counted about 30 kinds of
birds, chiefly belonging to the orders Grallatores and
Natatores, of which we had seen none on the dry
steppes of Mongolia.! Even here these birds were
not numerous ; the best time for their migration had
passed by, and only a few lingered behind the rest.
Our ornithological studies this spring were so far
unsuccessful, and the only observation, and that of a
negative kind, which we were enabled to make was
that birds of passage shun the waterless deserts of
Mongolia.

Our occupations were now varied with a little
fishing. The carp (Cyprinus carpio) spawn early
in May, and every morning and evening large num-
bers might be seen disporting themselves in the
shallowest parts of the flooded fields. Here was an
opportunity not to be lost for satisfying our craving
for a fish diet. We first pulled off our boots, and,

1 Anser cygnoides, Anas pcecilorhyncha, Anas falcata, Anas quer-
quedula, Fuligula cristata, Fuligula ferina, Phalacrocorax Carbo,
Pelicanus crispus, (?) Podiceps sp., Sterna leucoptera, Totanus ochro-
Pus, Tringa subminuta, Scolopax gallinago, Actitis hypoleucus, Aegi-
alites minor, Platalea leucorodia, Ardea alba, Limosa melanuroides,
Hybsibates himantopus, Botaurus stellaris, Glareola pratincola, Ha-
liaétos Macei, Pandion sp., Motacilla citreola, Motacilla flava, Anthus
Richardii, Hirundo rufa.
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taking our guns, waded towards the spot where we
could see the carp jumping. So intent were they
with their games as not to notice us, and we gene-
rally approached to within a few paces of them;
then, watching our opportunity, we shot them as they
rose to the surface, and in this way secured some
fine fish every day.

In the beginning of May the heat in the valley
was intense ; the mercury rose to 31° Cent. (88° Fahr.)
in the shade, whilst the water was heated only to 21°
Cent. (70° Fahr.), rendering bathing a pleasant relicf.
Hardly any rain fell, and vegetation was checked
by the excessive heat as much as it had been by the
preceding cold season. The yellowish grey tint of
the valley at this time was particularly unattractive ;
only a few tufts of green grass had sprung up, in the
midst of which solitary flowers( Z/ermopsis lanccolata,
Astragalus sp., Hyperoum sp., Potentilla sp., Iris sp.)
raised their heads timidly in the midst of sur-
rounding desolation. Wherever a white layer of
salt covered the soil, it had the appearance of driven
snow, even when you were close to it ; in such spots
not a blade of green could be seen—nothing but
withered clumps of dirisun. The whirlwinds fre-
quently raised columns of saline dust, which blinded
us and aggravated our sufferings.  Only those parts
of the valley were a little more cheerful where last
year's vegetation had been completely burnt up by
the early spring heats, and where towards the
middle of May some green grass had appeared.

In the border range vegetation was equally

voL. 1L D
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scanty. The high rocks and &¥6ris on the hill-sides
appeared the same as in winter ; even the ravines
in the mountains were very little better. Naked
sand, boulders and crumbling rock, a few crooked
dwarf elms, wild peach, or clumps of acacia, were
the ever-recurring objects which met the travellers’
eyes. Even on the banks of some tiny rivulet,
which, after flowing a very short distance above
ground would quickly hide itself beneath the soil
as though it feared to encounter the terrors of the
wilderness, the narrow fringe of verdure was mostly
devoured by the Mongol goats.

The boundary of Ala-shan is marked by a line
of drift sands, which, as we know, cover the whole
of Trans-Ordos. The scantiness of the vegetation,
notwithstanding the advanced season (end of May),
was even more remarkable here than in the country
through which we had passed. Indeed, the aspect
of nature hardly differed from that which we had
observed late in the previous autumn: here were
the same cheerless yellow sands, the same patches
of zak, the same clayey hillocks with clumps of
stunted Aarmyk. If perchance some stray flowering
grass (Sophora flavescens, Turnefortia Arguzia,
Convolvulus Ammani, Peganum sp., Carduus sp.)
appeared, it was only as a stranger or foster-child
of so unprolific a parent. Two or three kinds of
bushes (Convolvulus tragacanthoides, Nitraria Scho-
beri, Calligonum Mongolicum ?) were in flower, but
they only grew in clayey spots so far apart as not to
brighten the prevailing gloom of the landscape.
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Still less can be said of animal life in these
regions. The flooded fields in the valley of the
river were the resort of water-fowl, and in the tall
tufts of dirisun could be heard the call of many a
pheasant ; small birds were also now and then seen,
but on entering Ala-shan all was changed, and
scarcely a note broke the stillness of the desert.

The same death-like silence reigned in the moun-
tains bordering the left valley of the Hoang-ho.
When I passed the night near the summit of Mount
Koir-Bogdo, while on a hunting excursion, the even-
ing and early morning were as still and voiceless
as in winter ; the only sounds were the noise of
the buzzard, and the hideous cry of a kite or vulture.

The climate of these regions harmonizes with
their whole nature.  After sultry heat in the begin-
ning of May, it suddenly froze on the 17th of that
month, the thermometer marking 2° Cent. (2y°
Fahr.) at sunrise; to this succeeded hot weather,
followed by a short interval of moderate tempera-
ture, after which the heat again became intense, the
thermometer in the middle of June registering 40°
Cent. (104° Fahr.) in the shade.

In April and May violent winds sometimes
occurred, but less frequently than at the same season
in the previous year. While these lasted, the air
was so thick with dust as almost to prevent respira-
tion ; the sun was darkened and cverything covered
with a thick layer of dust, which entered eyes, nose,
and mouth. The direction of the wind was vari-
able : during April it generally blew from the NW.

D2
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and SW., or cold quarters; in May from the SE.,
or warm quarter.

Rain fell more frequently in the latter month
than in the former, and was sometimes accompanied
by thunderstorms; but it only lasted a short time,
and the atmosphere became terribly dry. All our
things suffered ; we were obliged to moisten our
collection of plants, otherwise they became so brittle
as to break into little bits. I could hardly write my
journal, for the ink dried in the pen as rapidly as it
froze in winter, thus affording a curious instance of
similar effects being produced by two opposite causes
—heat and cold.!

Towards the end of May we entered Ala-shan,
and soon afterwards met two officials sent from
Din-yuan-ing by the prince to welcome us and con-
duct us through the desert. The real motive of
their politeness was impatience on the part of the
prince and his sons to receive our presents, of which
they had heard through Baldin Sordji. We met
this lama in April, near the Munni-ula, on his way
home from Peking, whither he had been sent by his
master on business. We presented him with a
token of our gratitude for his past services, and
showed him the handsome presents which we were
bearing to the princes. With these gifts we hoped
to win over to our interests the lords of Ala-shan,
upon whose good-will our future journey to Lake

Koko-nor entirely depended.
! ¢ The parching air
Burns frore and cold performs the effect of fire.'
PARADISE LOST.—Y.
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The officials who met us at once began asking
about the presents; they told us how desirous the
princes were to receive them, and entreated me to
send them in advance; to this I consented, and for-
warded to their sovereign a large two-coloured plaid
and a revolver, to his eldest son a plaid and a
microscope, and to each of the younger a Reming-
ton pistol, with 1,000 prepared cartridges. On re-
ceiving the presents, although the hour was late, one
of the officials immediately took his departure, the
other remaining with us.

On June 7 we arrived at Din-yuan-ing, and esta-
blished ourselves in a house prepared for our recep-
tion. The inquisitiveness of the people as usual
gave us no peace, until we tied our fierce Karza to
the gate of our house, where he kept the rascals at a
respectable distance.

The evening of our arrival we were visited by
our friends, the Gigen and Siya. My uniform as an
officer of the staff, which I had purposely brought
with me from Peking, produced a great impression
upon the young princes, who examined it attentively.
They were now more than ever convinced that I was
a high functionary, perhaps the trusted agent of the
Emperor himself. They had often questioned me
last ycar about this; but when they saw me appear
in a brilliant uniform, their suppositions were entirely
confirmed. Henceforward I reccived the title of
the Czar's officcr, by which I was called during the
remainder of our journcy. I did not attempt to re-
move this opinion of my importance, which suited
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me, inasmuch as it explained the object of our
journey. In future the people always said of me
that the Tsagan-khan (i.e. White Khan) had sent
his officer into their country to see them and their
land with his own eyes, that he might return home
and tell him everything.

Early the next morning Sordji and others called
on us on behalf of the prince and his sons to examine
and buy our merchandise, requesting us in their
names to sell to none but themselves. Now began
our troubles. One lama took a microscope, another
a stereoscope, a third soap and needles, a fourth
cloth, &e.; all these articles kept continually chang-
ing hands as first one, then another examined them.
The princes were not- nearly so eager to buy this
year as they were last, although we fixed much
lower prices. The old prince, however, was delighted
with the stereoscopes and slides, and at once bought
our whole stock.

In the meanwhile an excellent opportunity pre-
sented itself of getting to Lake Koko-nor. At Din-
yuan-ing we overtook a caravan of twenty-seven Tan-
gutans! and Mongols, who ‘had lately arrived from
Peking, and were about to pursue their journey to
the temple of Chobsen, in the province of Kan-sy,
forty miles to the NNE. of Si-ning, and five days’
journey from Lake Koko-nor. The Tangutans were
overjoyed at our proposal to join their party, count-
ing on our protection in case of an attack by Dun-

! The Tangutans are allied with the Tibetans. A description of
them will be found 1in Chapter 1V. of this volume.
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gans. The further to impress them with the
efficiency of our arms, we went through some firing
exercise with rifles and revolvers. Numbers of
spectators were present, and great was their astonish-
ment at the rapidity and accuracy of our fire. The
Tangutans almost danced with delight at their
good luck in having secured such travelling com-
panions.

The opportunity which thus presented itself of
reaching Chobsen was a real piece of good fortune.
Without it we could not have expected to procure a
guide even across Southern Ala-shan. We were still
more pleased when we heard from the Tangutans
that their temple was situated in the midst of lofty
mountains covered with forests, abounding in birds
and wild animals. In fact, nothing could have been
more opportune. We had only to obtain the consent
of the Prince of Ala-shan to our departure with the
Tangutans, who could not otherwise take us with
them.

He, however, tried by every means in his power
to deter us from proceeding to Koko-nor. What his
motives may have been I cannot say ; most probably
he obeyed instructions from Peking, and had perhaps
received a rebuke from head-quarters for his civility
to the Russians last year.

However that may have been, Baldin Sordji now
took an active part in forwarding his master’s in-
trigues; at first he suggested our consulting the
lamas as to whether the auguries were in favour of
our journcy. Of course they would have opposcd
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our departure, and prophesied all sorts of misfortunes
if we went. The same ruse was tried last year with
the view of discovering who we really were, and
they threatened, if we persisted in our refusal to
enlighten them, to find out through the Gigens; but
all these artifices signally failed, owing to our deter-
mination not to submit to anything of the sort. We
were then told that the Tangutans would travel very
rapidly—thirty miles a day, or even more, and that
we could not endure the fatigue of such long marches,
especially as we should have to travel a good deal
by night. To this we begged Sordji to mind his
own business, and not trouble himself about our com-
forts on the road, of which we were the best judges.
Finding that our resolution was still unshaken, he
drew an alarming picture of the difficulties of the
road, of the lofty mountains which we must cross on
the way to Chobsen, and which were almost if not
quite impassable for camels. ‘ We had better wait a
month,” he added, ‘and then the Amban (governor)
would give us guides to Koko-nor.” But having
been assured a few days before by the same indivi-
dual that no guides for Koko-nor could be procured
at any price in the whole of Ala-shan, and that not
even the threat of capital punishment in case of
refusal would induce them to go, so afraid were they
of the Dungans, we put no faith in his promises.
To make this bait more tempting, a Mongol officer
called on us, of course at the bidding of Sordji, and
related as a profound secret how the prince had that
day given orders in the yamen (i.e. public office) for
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two guides to be in readiness to escort us to Koko-
nor, or even to Tibet if we wished to visit that
country.

In the meanwhile our interview with the prince
was put off from day to day under the pretext of his
indisposition ; the real cause of the delay being his
fear lest 1 should insist on being allowed to depart
with the caravan of Tangutans. Nor did we see the
eldest son; the Gigen and Siya came frequently to
visit us, without, however, inviting us’to their house
as formerly. In fact, our reception was far less
cordial than last year.

On the other hand, our finances were in a worse
plight than before. Of 87 lans (22Z) which we had
when we started, only 50 (12Z 10s.) remained, and
we had to buy six new camels and two horses to
continue our journey. Three of the eleven camels
with which we had left Kalgan, and both our horscs,
had died on the road. The only way of raising
money was by the sale of our merchandise. Had
the prince only known of our circumstances, he could
have detained us without the slightest difficulty by
refusing to buy our goods and forbidding any of his
subjects from purchasing of us. If we let slip this
opportunity, and the caravan were to leave Din-
yuan-ing without us, we must for ever despair of
reaching Koko-nor even with money. Here was a
nice state of affairs caused by a beggarly want of
funds.

Good luck again came to our rescue in the most
evtraordinary way.  The Gigen agreed to give us
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six camels and 100 lans (25{) in money for a
Spencer breech-loading rifle. He certainly valued
the camels at 50 lans (12/. 10s.) a piece ; on the other
hand, the price I had asked for the gun was eleven
times more than I gave for it, so that the thing was as
broad as it was long. After receiving about 120 lans
(30/.) more for some of our other merchandise, we
were sufficiently independent to act with decision. I
told Sordji that I would certainly accompany the
Tangutans, and demanded a return of the things
taken, or payment for them in money.

On the evening of June 13, the day before that
fixed for the departure of the caravan, Sordji came
to inform me that the prince had ordered the Tan-
gutans to remain two days longer in town. All this
time the lama never ceased urging us to remain,
assuring us of the prince’s grief at our speedy depar-
ture, of his fondness for Russians, and of his liking
for their goods, especially stereoscopes, guns, cloth,
soap, candles, &c. counting them off on his fingers as
he repeated the words. He entreated us to give a
gun to the prince, and another to his eldest son, or
some other good article, even if it were Russian
clothes. In fact, nothing could exceed the shameless
behaviour of the prince and his sons in asking us to
make them presents. They were so importunate
at last that we were obliged to conceal some of our
things whenever we expected visitors.

After persisting in my demands, I received 258
lans (62/. 10s.) from the prince for the articles he
had taken, which, added to the sum we already pos-
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sessed, amounted to 500 lans (125Z) and fourteen
camels.

We were certainly very fortunate. The depar-
ture of the Tangutan caravan was positively fixed
for the morrow; and although we had received no
intimation from the prince of his consent to our
journey, we were no longer told that we must stay,
and his family seemed to be aware of our plans, the
Gigen having sent us a pair of horses as a present.

It would be difficult to express our satisfaction as
we worked till late at night making preparations for
a start the next day. Before sunrise the following
morning all our party were astir loading the camels.
Half of them were ready when a Tangutan suddenly
appeared with the news that the caravan would not
leave that day, a band of Dungans having been
reported to have been seen in the vicinity of Din-
yuan-ing. Unwilling to believe the Tangutans, I sent
M. Pylwseff and a Cossack to enquire if the report
were true ; they soon returned and told us that the
caravan was quite ready to march.

Sordji now appeared with his version of the
story, which he reiterated at length : my patience was
completely exhausted, and I abused him in round
language. Hec then explained that the Tangutans did
not wish us to accompany their caravan, and that they
were bad people, although hitherto he had always
praised them.

At this moment I heard that the caravan was leav-
ing the town.  Accordingly, we finished loading the
camels, and, escorted by the mob, marched out of the
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courtyard of the house with the intention of follow-
ing. Before we had proceeded a hundred paces,
Siya rode up and assured me that the Dungans had
been again heard of, and that, although it had started,
the caravan would be turned back ; the young prince
ended by entreating us to remain till the whole affair
was satisfactorily explained. Siya’s companion, the
lama chief of the Tangutans, who had been so
anxious hitherto that we should travel together, now
repeated the words of the prince, and urged us to
defer our departure.

His appearance and his sudden change of manner
had more weight with us than all the warnings of
the prince. We could no longer count on him as a
friend, but must regard our future travelling com-
panion as an enemy ; how, then, could we place con-
fidence in him? As a last resource, but one which
I knew could not lead to much, I asked Siya if he
would give me his word of honour that we should
not be cheated, and that the caravan would not
leave without us? ‘I give it willingly! I answer
for it,” he joyfully exclaimed, caring very little how
he attained his object of detaining us. The lama
chief also assured me that they would not start with-
out us. Accordingly, we turned into the prince’s
suburban garden and pitched our tent, awaiting
turther events.

How.can I describe our disappointment, particu-
larly at first ? It was certainly too bad. The long-
cherished object of our desires, to gain which we
had suffered so much, the prize which we had seemed
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on the point of winning, was suddenly snatched from
our grasp. We knew not for how long. Had we
been told on our first arrival at Din-yuan-ing that
we must not proceed with the Tangutans, the disap-
pointment, although great, would not have been half
what we now experienced. We had never ventured
to hope for such a favourable opportunity, and now
it was doubly hard to bear when success appeared
so certain. We passed all that day on the tip-toe
of expectation. Sordji and the other lamas never
once came near us; only Siya arrived towards even-
ing, and him I frightened by threatening to complain
on my arrival at Peking of the way we had been
trcated by the authorities of Ala-shan. The young
prince, evidently ashamed at the part he had taken
in all these intrigues, entreated us to wait a little
while longer, assuring me that the Tangutans would
on no account leave without us. After my past
experiences | could put little faith in these assu-
rances, and was turning over in my mind what part
of Mongolia I should next explore, when suddenly,
towards evening the following day (June 17), Siya
again appeared, bearing the welcome tidings that the
Tangutan caravan was at a short distance from the
town, and we might join it the next day. The scouts
who had been sent to reconnoitre reported that
nothing could be seen of the Dungans, and that the
alarm was a false one. Of course this was merely
to blind us; no Dungans had passed anywhere near,
but most probably the Prince of Ala-shan wished to
wrain time to send to Ning-hia-fu, and ask for instruc-
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tions from the governor of that town how to act
under the circumstances. The secrecy observed
with regard to all travellers in China is so great that
I could not discover, either then or afterwards, why
we were detained at the moment of departure, and pre-
vented for two days from proceeding on our journey.
However, we had no more time to think of it, and
we were overjoyed at the favourable turn of events.

KUTUKHTU-LAMA OF HIGII RANK.
(From a Photograph lent by Baron Osten Sacken.)

The prospect of fulfilling our great enterprise gave
us no rest the remainder of that day and night.
The caravan with which we were now associated was
cquipped at Peking by one of the most important of
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the Kutukhtus of Mongolia-—the Gigen Djandji,
owner of a great many churches at Peking and in
Mongolia, including the renowned monastery of
Utaz, not far from Kuku-khoto. The saint himself
was born at the temple of Chobsen, in the province
of Kan-su, whither our future companions were now
travelling. They were a motley assemblage. Ex-
clusive of our four selves, the caravan numbered 37
men, ten of whom were lama-warriors, sent as an
escort by the Gigen of Ala-shan; the others were
mostly Tangutans, natives of Chobsen; there were
also a few Mongol pilgrims on their way to pray at
Lhassa. For the conveyance of all their luggage,
72 camels and 40 horses, including our own, were
required. The chiefs of the caravan were Donir-
Lamas (treasurcrs of Lamasiries), Tangutans by
birth, and excellent obliging men. To cement our
friendship with them, I gave to each one a small plaid.

All the members of the caravan were armed with
matchlocks, lances, or swords. They had the repu-
tation of being brave, almost foolhardy men, to
venture at such a time into a country infested with
bands of marauding Dungans. The courage of our
companions, however, as we shall presently see, was
not great even when the danger was only of an
imaginary kind.

The lama-warriors carried English smooth-bores,
bought by the Chinese Government, and sent from
Peking to Ala-shan. Their guns, however, were of
an inferior kind, and were rendered still more unser-
viceable by carcless trcatment.  But the appearance
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of the escort in their red blouses and forage caps,
mounted on camels, was very striking and pictu-
resque ; as for their fighting capacities, they were no
better than their fellows. But the most remarkable
personage of the party wasa Tangutan named Rand-
zemba, on his way from Peking to Tibet. He was
a man of about forty, frank in manner and good-
natured, very talkative, willing to assist everyone,
and have a finger in everybody’s pie. The loquacity
of our new friend, accompanied with his emphatic
gestures, suggested our bestowing upon him the sobri-
quet of the “many-worded, Avvakum,’ which very
soon passed through the caravan, and became
thenceforward the usual appellation of Randzemba.
His ruling passions were the chase and target firing ;
the latter amusement was indeed frequently indulged
in by the whole party. Almost every day, as soon as
we had arrived in camp, some would begin shooting
at a mark ; others would soon gather round, first as
mere spectators, then, desirous of trying their skill,
they would bring their guns, and in this way the
firing became general. Randzemba was the leading
spirit of all these parties. It was enough for him if
he heard the report of fire-arms; no matter what he
might be doing at the time, even though asleep or
resting after a long march, the indefatigable Avva-
kum would rouse himself at once and proceed bare-
footed to the scene of action. Here he would
frequently advise how the target should be placed,
upon the size of the charge, how a broken gun might
be repaired, &c. Although he had the reputation of
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being a good sportsman, he certainly did not distin-
guish himself as a marksman, and invariably used
such heavy charges that his shoulder was constantly
swelled from the recoil.

Our friend always rode on horseback, leaving
the laden camels to two of his companions. He was
ever on the alert for game; no sooner had his quick
eye detected antelope than he galloped up to offer
us the option of shooting it, or sometimes stalked
them himself, having nrst lighted the slow match of
his gun. His companions, upon whom devolved the
whole care of the pack animals, were evidently not
very well pleased with their friend's turn for sport-
ing. On one occasion they punished him by obliging
him to lead the pack animals, when, to our surprise
we saw Randzemba no longer mounted on his horse,
but leading his camels by the halter. He did not,
however, endure this restraint on his liberty for
long. As ill-luck would have it, antelope were
plentiful that day, and Randzemba, perched upon the
back of a camel, could see a long way. In whatever
direction he chanced to look, his eyes were sure to
rest upon some of these animals; this was too much
for his forbearance, and after watching us start off in
pursuit of one of the kara-sultas (black-tailed ante-
lope), his excitement knew no bounds, and, oblivious *
of all else save the one absorbing passion of the
chase, he led his pack animals into a ravine, where
they were found by his countrymen, who, seeing how
impossible it was to put any trust in so restless a
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mortal, relieved him from his duties, and allowed him
once more to mount his steed and enjoy his favourite
pursuit.

The day after we joined the Tangutans the cara-
vanstarted. We brought up the rear with our camels,
in order not to detain the others by any stoppage
arising from the refastening of a pack or any accident
of that kind. Although the sale of our merchandise
at Din-yuan-ing had considerably diminished the bulk
of our baggage, the necessity for laying in a stock
of provisions (rice and millet), which we had heard
were unobtainable in Kan-su, besides other minor
purchases, such as spare ropes, felting, &c., increased
our effects so materially that we had still nine good
camel-loads. It was now more difficult for our
party of four to manage this train, being no longer
independent as to our movements, but obliged to
keep pace with the caravan. 1 tried in vain to hire
a Mongol assistant, but no one would come e