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Satellite image (Landsat, October 1989) of the border between the Russian district of Chita and northeastern Mongolia. Lakes are blue, areas with the most vegetation are red, greens and grays indicate intermediate amounts of vegetation, and pale and white areas are sandy and bare earth. In the northern (Russian) half of the image, the land is lighter in color, scarred, and marked where the thin topsoil has been exposed or covered with drifting sand. In the southern (Mongolian) half of the image, the vegetation cover is much more uniform. (Inset) A map is given for comparison.
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