Horse branding celebration in Yeröö
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description
This series of recordings documents a branding ceremony for the foals belonging to a wealthy businessman from Nalaikh. There are three yurts set up at this site; two belong to the herder households responsible for managing the owner's livestock, which are separated into horses and sheep/goats, while the third is for reception of visitors by the owner. The branding of foals  by this major horse owner is an annual event attended by local herders and horse traders, as well as by other businessmen friends and relatives from the city. The event begins with the rounding up of the foals in the morning, followed by the chanting of prayers and blessings by a lama from the city. Subsequently the horses are branded, with the brand eventually being placed in a bucket of airag (fermented mare's milk) to cool it off. Afterwards each participant in the ceremony chooses one foal, and collectively the foals are sent off to race as far as the mountain, the winning horse bringing good luck to whoever chose it. Following this the reception (nair) begins (not recorded here due to technical difficulties). The reception includes musical performances by popular singers Mönkhbat and Erdenetungalag.
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